
Mise-en-Scene Heuristic 
 
Use the following question to help guide your analysis when analyzing a scene. While 
you might not need (or want) to use all these questions for each scene, you should see 
what elements stick out the most to you and comment on those. Use the questions to 
determine how the way the scene is filmed contributes to the overall meaning of the 
text. 
 

1) Dominant: What is your eye attracted to? What are the most dominant features 
of the scene? How does this work towards creating meaning in the scene? What 
does it say about the importance of each element in the scene? 

2) Shot and Camera Proxemics: What type of shot is it? How far away is the 
camera? How does this create meaning in the scene? What does this tell us 
about what is going on? 

3) Shot Angles: How are the cameras positioned? Are they high, low, or in a neutral 
space? How does this affect the way you view the scene? How would the 
dynamic be changed if the camera were placed differently? How does this 
reinforce the meaning and content of the scene? 

4) Color: What is the dominant color? Does it have any symbolic value? What is it? 
Does the color work in any other ways to create a mood in the scene? 

5) Subsidiaries: After the dominant image or thing, where does your eye go next? 
How are the other elements placed in relation to the dominant image? How 
does this create meaning in the scene? 

6) Composition: How is the 2-D space organized (think back to our talk about the 
9-pt grid)? How does this create meaning in the scene? How does the placement 
of everything on the 2-D plane work together? 

7) Form: Is the scene open or closed?  Does the image suggest a window that 
arbitrarily isolates a segment of the scene? Or is it self-contained? How does this 
work towards the meaning of the scene? 

8) Framing: Is it tight or loose? How much room do the characters have to move 
around in the frame? What does this suggest about the scene? 

9) Depth: How many different planes is the image composed on? How many 
different objects are there at different depths? What is the relationship between 
these objects? Does the background and foreground comment on the midground 
(or vice versa)? 

10) Character placement: What parts of the frame are occupied and by whom? 
What does this placement suggest about the relationship between the 
characters? 

11) Character proxemics: How much space is between the characters? What does 
this suggest about their relationship? How does it create meaning in the scene? 


